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MINUTES 

 

 

COMMISSION:  Environmental    DATE:          10/20/09 

 

QUORUM:   Yes       CALLED TO ORDER:       7:30 p.m.  

 

ADJOURNED:        9:15 p.m. 

 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE:     PRESENT: Chairman Marcott; 

Commissioners Bateman, Fairbank, Glaza, 

Kreuzer, Neary, and Rahn; Student 

Commissioner Kinsey; Trustee Henninger  

 

EXCUSED: Commissioner Pellico, 

Trustee Liaison Hartweg, Staff Liaison 

Denney  

 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Jeff Gahris, Glen 

Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition 

 

1.  Call Meeting to Order –  

Chairman Marcott called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 303 of the Glen Ellyn 

Civic Center.  

 

2.  Public Participation –  

Jeff Gahris, former Environmental Commission Chairman and current member of the Glen 

Ellyn Cool Cities Coalition, updated the Commission on the Cool Cities Program.  He 

explained the Cool Cities Program started about five years ago at the U.S. Mayors Conference.  

There are approximately 1,000 communities that have signed on to the Cool Cities Program as 

of this month.  These communities are making a commitment to raise environmental awareness 

and reduce emissions and other greenhouse gases in their communities through this program.   

 

Chairman Marcott asked if there is a completion date set for the Glen Ellyn greenhouse gas 

inventory.  Gahris believes the Village is in the process of sending inventory information to the 

Environmental Protection Agency, but is unaware of a completion date.  Gahris also stated that 

he is hopeful the completed data will help with the planning process and also might be able to 

be manipulated to help test certain scenarios.   

 

Trustee Henninger suggested that Jeff Gahris bring forward the Cool Cities Program to a 

Village Board Workshop for discussion.  Commissioner Fairbanks, a member of the Board of 

Directors of the Glen Ellyn Chamber of Commerce, confirmed that the Chamber will be 

sending a letter to the Village President endorsing the Cool Cities Program.   

 

3.  Approval of September 15, 2009 Meeting Minutes -  

Commissioner Rahn motioned, seconded by Commissioner Glaza to approve the minutes from 

the September 15, 2009 meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 
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4.  Continuing Business – 

 

A.  Composting/Rain Barrels –  
No discussion.  

     

B. Tree Care Committee –  

Commissioner Neary informed the Commission that the Tree Care Seminar, held on October 

13, 2009 at the Civic Center, went quite well.  She would like to start thinking about a spring 

event in March, for which she already has a speaker in mind to discuss natural lawn care.  The 

speaker has an event in Evanston and she plans on calling the Evanston Environmental Board 

to see how it was received. Commissioner Neary would like to get the spring event on the 

calendar as soon as possible so there is more time for promotion, flyers and such.   

 

C. Commercial Recycling –  

Chairman Marcott discussed the recently held commercial recycling subcommittee meeting.   

The subcommittee met to discuss the “Green Sticker Program” and how to encourage 

commercial recycling among Village businesses.  Chairman Marcott detailed the outline of the 

program and explained that the challenge now is to fine tune the program with some set 

criteria.  Commissioner Glaza noted that she would like to expand the program to incorporate 

rewards for additional things such as using paper made from post-consumer waste, using 

materials made from recycled materials, CFL light bulbs etc.  Chairman Marcott expressed the 

concern that if the scope of the program becomes too large, it will be hard to bring to fruition.  

Commissioner Rahn agreed with Chairman Marcott and stated that moving forward, additional 

elements can be added to program after the businesses have mastered a more simplistic 

program.   After further discussion, Commission members agreed that the program should be 

kept simple, and can be expanded as time goes on.   

 

Commissioner Kreuzer detailed the application/approval process for the Green Sticker Program 

and explained that it will be similar to the process for the Joe Wark Award.  The application 

will ask six questions, and then will be submitted to the recycling subcommittee for evaluation.  

The subcommittee will then make a decision on whether a sticker should be awarded to a 

particular business.   

 

Chairman Marcott stated that the subcommittee should meet to discuss a final work product for 

the Commission to review and vote on at the November commission meeting.  He would also 

like to have something in writing for Staff Liaison Denney to review with Village officials.   

 

Trustee Henninger suggested that once all of the program details are determined, that the 

Commission create a press release and have Staff Liaison Denney include it in one of the 

weekly information packets for the Village Board.  If there are concerns about the program, it 

would become a Board Meeting agenda item and the Commission would come to the Board 

meeting and address those concerns.  He does not believe there will be any concerns or 

questions requiring the Commission to attend a Board meeting. 

 

Chairman Marcott suggested that the subcommittee meet next on Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at 

7:30 p.m.  All Commission members agreed they would like to launch the program in January 

2010. 
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D. Other –  
Chairman Marcott asked Commissioner Glaza to provide the Commission with an update on 

the North Central College (NCC) survey.  She informed the Commissions that the Village had a 

few changes to the survey.  The updated survey was provided to NCC and the students are 

augmenting the distribution list to include churches and schools.  Commissioner Glaza believes 

the survey will go out this week and that the students will attend an upcoming Commission 

meeting to provide members with a summary of the survey results.  

 

5. Chairman’s Report – 

Chairman Marcott discussed the $60,000 grant from The Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity for the purchase of 65-gallon recycling carts.  He stated that the Village 

sent out a request for proposals in September 2008 for the purchase of recycling carts, however 

has decided to resend out the proposal request as the cost of carts has most likely decreased in 

the last year.  Staff Liaison Denney will provide the Commission with additional information 

on the new proposals once they are received.  

 

Commissioner Kreuzer asked Chairman Marcott about the Rain Barrel/Composting Program 

and whether it could be an agenda item at the November meeting.  Chairman Marcott 

responded that he is hoping better bids are received on the recycling carts, which could then 

leave additional funds to start a pilot program for rain barrels and composters.  Commissioner 

Kreuzer expressed concern over that fact that the Village could be losing out on possible grants 

because no one at the Village is able to write grants.  Chairman Marcott will ask Staff Liaison 

Denney about this, but all are aware that the Village budget most likely would not allow for any 

immediate action on this. 

 

6. Trustee Liaison Report –  

Trustee Henninger informed the Commission that the Board approved the Public Works 

Department Emerald Ash Borer Program.  The Board has also been discussing Manor Woods 

Bog (located at the west end of Fairview) and obtaining funds to delineate what specific areas 

are “wetlands”.  He also stated that approval of the Downtown Strategic Plan is scheduled for 

the Board Meeting on Monday, October 26, 2009.   

 

7. Staff Liaison Report –   

None.  

   

8. Confirmation of Next Meeting Date and Adjournment –  
The next scheduled regular meeting will be held on November 17, 2009.  A motion was made 

by Commissioner Kreuzer, seconded by Commissioner Glaza, to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

D’Arcy Greenleaf, Environmental Commission Recording Secretary 

 

Reviewed by: 

Kristen Schrader, Environmental Commission Staff Liaison  

 
 


