
Minutes 

Regular Village Board Workshop 

Glen Ellyn Village Board of Trustees 

February 8, 2010 

 

Time of Meeting:  7:00 P.M. 

 

Present: President Pfefferman; Trustees Comerford, Hartweg, Ladesic,  Thorsell 

Henninger; Village Clerk Connors; Attorney Diamond.  Trustee Cooper 

was excused. 

 Staff present: Village Manager Jones, Schrader, Batek, Caracci, 

Hulseberg, Norton. 

  

 

1. Call to Order 

 

President Pfefferman called the Board Workshop to order at 7:00 P.M. with a roll call  

Trustees Comerford,  Hartweg, Ladesic, Thorsell, and Henninger responding “Here.”  

Trustee Cooper was excused. 

 

2. Public Comments? 

 

Patrick Reilly, 70 W. Huron, Chicago, IL, a student at DePaul University addressed the 

Village Board concerning the Glen Ellyn downtown strategic plan.  He was in the process 

of preparing a term paper regarding community issues and asked questions about the plan 

including when it was adopted, who was on the committee, and names of various groups 

involved in the planning.  President Pfefferman referred him to Staci Hulseberg who 

could assist him after the meeting. 

 

3. Tree Preservation Ordinance 

President Pfefferman gave some background on the ordinance and if the Village Board  

thinks opinions regarding tree preservation should be sought on future community 

surveys as was recommended in July 2008.  Or if no community survey is to be done, 

how would the Board wish to proceed.  The idea is not to take action at this Workshop 

meeting, but to bring the topic up for discussion.  Administrative Analyst Kristen 

Schrader reported that tree preservation ordinances were adopted in1998.  The 

Environmental Commission was asked to review the ordinance  relating to trees on 

private property.  There has not been a discussion on this topic by the Village Board for a 

number of years.  Administrative Analyst Schrader presented the pros and cons as well as 

the assessment of developmental impact and survey results of neighboring communities.  

It was noted that since the original ordinance was passed, various Village Boards have 

asked for information, but no action to amend the ordinance has been taken.  Although a 

community survey was recommended in 2008, none was taken due to budget issues.  As 

a Home Rule community, Glen Ellyn has the ability to enforce a more stringent tree 

ordinance such as requiring a permit to remove a tree on private property.  The 

Environmental Commission has asked for an up-to-date response as to how well the 

current ordinance is working.  It is understood that previous Village Board’s conclusion 

was that they were not going to require additional restrictions to the original ordinance  
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because valuable trees on private property increase the value of property and so would 

not be removed.  The current ordinance is voluntary.  Existing plan calls for builders/ 

remodelers who apply for a permit had to submit plans to the Village showing the 

location of trees on the property and have to have Village consideration for tree removal 

both prior to building and after building.  The object of the plan was to have the builders 

work with Village staff to save as many trees on private property as possible and review 

whether or not the voluntary ordinance was working. Trustee Thorsell mentioned that 3½  

years ago there were 290 trees identified that could have been saved under the proposed 

ordinance instead only the 100 actually were saved.  She also expressed an opinion that 

the Environmental Commission deserves a response from the Village Board one way or 

the other as to whether the ordinance is going to be changed or left as is.  The proposed 

amendment to the current ordinance would allow the Village to control more of the set 

back portion on private property.  President Pfefferman read the goal of ordinance.  

Administrative Analyst Schrader explained staff responsibilities associated with the 

passage of the proposed ordinance.  Public Works Director Caracci responded to a 

question that under the proposed ordinance, a property owner could remove a tree over 8” 

DBH in the set back, but would have to notify the Village, obtain a permit, and provide 

cash value to the tree fund.  Under the current ordinance, the tree company who removes 

a tree must report it to the Village, but no fee is required.  Eleanor Saliamonas, 626 

Newton; Past President Joe Wark, 626 Roger Road; and Marilyn Wiedemann, 373 Oak 

St.; all spoke in favor or the new ordinance.  Village Board suggested the Environmental 

Commission review the complete ordinance and make strong recommendations as to how 

the ordinance should be revised and modified – what should be removed or what should 

be added; how it be streamlined to save time and money; how education can be included.  

The Administrative Analyst will set up an outline for the Village Board to review for 

consideration for the Environmental Commission. 

4. Other Items? 

None 

5. Adjournment 

At 8:12 p.m. the meeting was adjourned to the Regular Village Board Meeting in the 

Galligan Board Room. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Suzanne R. Connors,          

Village Clerk 


