
Minutes 

Regular Village Board Workshop 

Glen Ellyn Village Board of Trustees 

February 15, 2010 

 

 

Time of Meeting:  7:00 P.M. 

 

Present: President Pfefferman; Trustees Comerford, Cooper, Hartweg, Ladesic,  

Thorsell Henninger; Village Clerk Connors. 

 Staff present: Village Manager Jones, Schrader, Batek, Caracci, 

Hulseberg, Norton, Minix. 

  

 

1. Call to Order 

 

President Pfefferman called the Board Workshop to order at 7:00 P.M. with a roll call  

Trustees Comerford, Cooper, Hartweg, Ladesic, Thorsell, and Henninger responding 

“Here.” 

 

2. Public Comments? 

 

None. 

 

3. February 22, 2010 Village Board Meeting Agenda Review 

6 C.  Village Manager Steve Jones explained Trader Joe’s request for a change in the 

hours of operation for selling wine and beer to 8:00 a.m. when the store opens.  An 

ordinance for a new Class D-4 Liquor License would address the earlier start time for 

Monday through Saturday and place a limit on the square footage for display size.  After 

checking the Illinois Liquor Code and Police Chief Norton and BASSETT and Alcoholic 

Awareness expert Sgt. Kurt Vavra are recommending the earlier start time.  The 

ordinance would reduce Class D-2 by one and create a new Class D-4.   

6D.  Public Works Director Joe Caracci presented information regarding the 

intergovernmental agreement with DuPage County for improvements to the intersection 

of St. Charles Road and Riford Road.  The Village will be the lead agency and manage 

the project and be reimbursed the County portion of about $353,000.  DuPage county will 

own and operate the right of way.  The Village own and operate the street lights.  He 

noted that 70% of the money comes from Federal funds for roadway and storm sewer 

improvements, but  water and other sewer improvements are totally borne by the Village. 

6E.  Public Works Director Caracci explained the Village provides fuel for the Village, 

Glenbard Wastewater Authority, Glen Ellyn Park District, and the Volunteer Fire 

Company.  It has been over 12 years since the Village has gone out for bid for fuel.  Bids 

for fuel were recently received from four different vendors.  Although Bell Fuels was not 

the lowest bid, they were the only one that met all the requirements which included an  
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mandatory additive which the Village required for protection for infrastructure 

improvements/equipment.  The 14 month contract will be $213,551 with a two year 

extension.  Bell began to charge the reduced bid price in December 2009.   The Village 

now keeps ample supplies available in the event of a shortage, but to provide fuel to 

additional entities may require keeping less available and ordering more often.  Public 

Works Department has reduced the amount of fuel used during the past year by being 

more efficient in their use of the equipment such as idling procedures. 

7.  Public Works Director spoke presented preliminary information regarding a concept 

study for the Crescent Boulevard corridor between Park and Riford.  Memorial Park  

improvements are planned by the school district to reduce the number of crossings across 

Crescent to improve safety due to increased traffic flow.  There is an anticipation of 

applying for a Federal Surface Transportation Program grant for funding for Village 

improvements in 2015, but the application is due in August 2010.  The question before 

the Village Board is does it desire to move forward with the Crescent Boulevard 

improvements, and if so, should concept plans be developed which would move the 

project earlier than 2015.  The Village and school district could work together before the 

school district made their improvements.   If no traffic studies are conducted, the cost 

would be about $40,000 for the concept study; about $65,000 to include traffic studies.   

The school district is on a more accelerated schedule than the Village.  Public Works is 

reviewing engineering consultant’s proposals.  The concept plan is necessary in order to 

enhance the application for the grant.  Staff recommends engaging a design engineer 

using Capital Improvement funds and applying for STP funds.  STP funding will 

accelerate the project earlier than 2015.  This project will probably not qualify for current 

Federal Stimulus money.  Thomas Waters of 740 Grand spoke against the improvements 

as presented. 

4. Commonwealth Edison Presentation 

John O’Halloran and Drew Zmolek from Commonwealth Edison discussed capacity and 

reliability of the electrical service in Glen Ellyn.  They reviewed six areas that had 

outages recently.  They reviewed new equipment and techniques now available.  

Robocall has been working well in the last six months.  After outages are reported and 

posted, E-outage is updated every ½ hour.  Police Chief Norton asked why his 

department often receives calls about outages and ComEd knows nothing about them.  

Mr. O’Halloran replied that until ComEd is notified, they do not know about outages 

unless it is something on a very large scale.  He requested that the Village ask residents to 

all ComEd to let them know about an outage and not assume that a neighbor will call. 

5. Riford Road Sidewalk 

Bob Minix discussed the proposed sidewalk installation on the west side of Riford 

between Crescent Boulevard and St. Charles Road.  Bid letting will be managed by the  
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Village.  Some Federal and DuPage County money will be available for work being done 

on St. Charles Road.  Full and complete reconstruction of the roadway is planned.  In 

June 2006, the Village asked for public input concerning sidewalk on the west side of 

Riford and as a result, has reached the point where the proposed configuration of the 

sidewalks in some places will be 5’ wide while in other locations will be 6’ wide.  A 6’ 

wide sidewalk is an IDOT requirement.  Mr. Minix detailed trees and bushes that would 

need to be removed due to construction of the sidewalk and roadway and how many 

could be saved by changing the width of the sidewalk.  Each driveway approach will be 

different and the Village will take that into consideration.  It is anticipated that water and 

sewer services will be done without impacting trees.  Decisions regarding parking on 

Riford Road will be made by the Police Chief and Public Works Director.  David Hartsell 

(714 Meredith Pl.) spoke in favor of installing sidewalks.  Mary Demling (764 Riford 

Rd.) was in favor of sidewalks, but not losing trees.  The Village will confer with the 

Park District regarding their plans for Ackerman entrance and right of way intersection 

walkway.  Thomas Walters (740 Grand) spoke against sidewalks.  With Village Board 

approval, construction should start about June 1, 2010.  The Village Board appeared to 

support the installation of sidewalks as presented. 

6. Quarterly Financial Report 

Jon Batek discussed the 3
rd

 quarter financial report noting that the focus was on the 

General Fund which does not include Enterprise Funds such as Water & Sewer Funds 

and the Village Links.  Director Batek highlighted various revenue sources and the status 

to date for this fiscal year.  The current fiscal year has been operating below last year 

except for January 2010.  It is hope the Village will break even by the end of this fiscal 

year which ends April 30, 2010.  Without the 1% Home Rule sale tax, revenue would 

have fallen greatly.  Regular sales tax is behind last year, but only slightly.  The sales tax 

figure does not include Home Rules sales tax.  The State does not reveal sources of tax so 

that the Village can only guess from where the sales tax income originates.  State income 

tax and interest income are down for the year; building permit requests are down.  The 

Village is about 4% behind about where it expected to be for revenue; 5% behind in 

expenses.  Expenses are fairly stable, but revenues fluctuate.  It looks like the Village 

could be fairly close to break-even for this fiscal year.  The entire report is available on 

the Village website.  The draft budget for the next fiscal year is being prepared. 

7. Core Services Project 

The Village Board previously received a form that listed approximately 400 various 

services/activities provided by the Village.  Each Board is being asked to rank the tasks 

or functions in terms of importance and return them to the Village Manager by the end of 

the month if possible.  This can be used as a guide for the current and future Village 

Boards.  It is anticipated that this ranking could be a part of the budget review process. 
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8. Other Items? 

It was noted that 99.9% of properties shoveled after the last snow storm.  Four coyotes 

were trapped and the trapper is finished for the time being.  He thinks the ones he trapped 

were the ones causing the problems.  The Police Department is receiving few calls now. 

9.  Adjournment 

At 10:15 p.m. Trustee Comerford moved and Trustee Thorsell seconded a motion to 

adjourn to Executive Session in Room 301 for purposes of discussing the purchase or 

lease of real property, adjourning thereafter without returning to open session. 

Submitted by: 

 

Suzanne R. Connors,          

 Village Clerk 


