CHURCHILL PARK

GLEN ELLYN
Known for its tree-lined
streets and quaint
downtown as well as being
the home of College of
DuPage, it’s a community
that offers a mix of the
best of old and new.
BY LYNN PETRAK

F

Editor’s Note:
Given the evolving
circumstances related
to COVID-19, please
check with all locations
and organizations listed
in this article regarding
possible openings, closings
and any other updates.

or a western suburb that’s
not quite seven square miles,
Glen Ellyn is home to a popular
college, a historic downtown
with a mix of independent stores
and restaurants, a respected
wildlife refuge and a lake dotted with canoes
in the summer and ice skaters in the winter.
Indeed, there’s plenty going on in this western
suburb of more than 27,000 in the heart
of Du Page County.
Head to the Lake
Yes, there is a lake in Glen Ellyn and
it’s a scenic one. A dammed-up stream that
was created in the early 1890s, the 10-acre
Lake Ellyn is a spot for respite and recreation.
The boathouse built by WPA workers in
the 1930s was restored and is available
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for rentals, at least for smaller groups
under 50 under current state guidelines.
Paddle or row around the lake . . . on
a kayak or canoe, cast a line off the fishing
pier or just sit on the shorelines and take
in the view. Roam the surrounding Lake
Ellyn Park, which spans another 25 acres.
Browse artisan-made goods . . . at
the 51st Annual Festival of the Arts,
scheduled this year for Aug. 22 and 23
at Lake Ellyn Park.
And though it was cancelled this year
. . . look for the return in June 2021 of
the annual Lake Ellyn Cardboard Regatta,
a popular event in which people build
and paddle cleverly-themed and (mostly)
seaworthy cardboard boats on the water.

See What’s in Store
Both merchants and shoppers have had to pivot
this year to adjust to new ways of selling and
buying. In downtown Glen Ellyn, many stores
are weathering challenges by balancing in-store
shopping with curbside pickup and delivery.
At a time when small businesses rely on
local support more than ever, there are lots
of ways to show it and get some nifty things
for your home, yourself and others. Following
is just a sampling of the many places to browse
and shop in Glen Ellyn:
Just say gnome . . . at The Gnome Colony,
where you can encounter a lot of big and
little treasures including, yes, gnomes and
gnome-themed gifts and apparel. Beyond
those diminutive figures, browse an array
of whimsical items and find a little something
just for you, whether it’s a fun ring, colorful
scarf or a makeup pick-me-up. Linger in
front of the “Shelves of Sayings” for words of
wisdom, inspiration or much-needed humor.
Cook up a little adventure . . . at Marcel’s
Culinary Experience, where you can browse
foodstuffs, gadgets and other cooking supplies.
Bone up on your own culinary skills in a small
class settings (Groups are limited to eight
pre-registered participants, who must wear
masks and distance.) Have someone bring
the meal or party to you with Marcel’s Maison
service, through which chefs create style and
substance for at-home gatherings.
The Marcel experience continues . . . at Marche,
a shop offering cheese and charcuterie in various
forms, from cheese plates to charcuterie boards
to take-home lunchboxes, along with wines,
craft beers and spirits.
Treat yourself and/or others . . . to something
new at M & Em’s, a boutique that specializes
in children’s items but also offers gifts and goods
for all ages. Finish up your back-to-school
shopping with some cute face masks.
Rewind to the good old days . . . at Gather
and Collect, where you can find a plethora
of vintage and new treasures for décor or just
because. Or go antiquing at Sign of the Whale
Antiques, a 41-year fixture in Glen Ellyn. You’ll
also find antiques, home décor and an eclectic mix
of other items at Treasure House, the popular
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of excellence is evident in the inventive
menu that includes house-smoked meats
and the nearly three dozen beers on tap.
Experience a world . . . of creative
cocktails at Common Good Cocktail
House, with an array of classic and
seasonal cocktails, along with beer,
wine and small plates provided by other
local business, including Blackberry
Market and Marche. Toast to good
health when it’s needed most with
“Dr. Brule’s Miracle,” made with gin,
suze, house tonic syrup and lemon.

resale shop. Better yet, proceeds from the
store help support Metropolitan Family
Services, which provides a wide range
of social services for lower-income residents
throughout DuPage County.
Wake up your wardrobe . . . at boutiques
and clothing stores like Enchantments,
Norabella Boutique, JAYNE and Fuchsia,
as they gear up for sweater weather while
still showing summery apparel and accents.
Browse baubles . . . at Larc Jewelers or
Costello Jewelry Company, the latter of
which has been family owned since 1979.
Ditch digital . . . for some tangible,
beautiful papers at Papier Girl, showcasing
paper goods like invitations, cards,
calendars and wrapping papers, along
with other personal and gift items.
Turn the page . . . with a new literary
escape or learning at The Bookstore of
Glen Ellyn, now open with masks and
distancing and still offering curbside
pickup. Those ordering direct from the
distributors’ database via an e-commerce
site can also support The Bookstore
with their purchase.
Grab a bouquet . . . of fresh-cut flowers,
a basket of peaches, homemade foodstuffs
or artisan wares at the open-air Glen Ellyn
French Market, Sunday mornings at the
Main Street train station parking lot.
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Eat In, Out or All Around
Whether you eat outside while the
weather is still nice, pick something
up curbside, order home delivery or dine
inside with proper precautions, savor
a range of restaurant fare in Glen Ellyn.
Local restaurateurs and the village have
collaborated to create a dedicated space
for al fresco dining on Main Street,
including a tent area between Duane
and the Main Street parking lot. In
addition to that space, restaurants are
also doing their own thing.

[ QUICK TAKE]
• Est. 2018 population is 27,772
• Median age is 41
• Ethnic mix is 84% Caucasian;
4% African American;
4% Hispanic; 8% Asian
• Median household income is
$99,185
• Median house value is $436,782

Check out . . . the hometown brewery
at Two Hound Red, which produces
signature ales, lagers, stouts and IPAs
while serving up a variety of salads,
sandwiches and wood-fired pizzas.

salads, a daily quiche and other goodies
and beverages, including coffees for
commuters and those on-the-go.

See what all the fuss is about . . . with
the cinnamon rolls at Blackberry Market,
located in a corner storefront of a quaint
historic building. The rolls are favorites
here, along with healthy, fresh-made

Grab a burger . . . at Main Street Pub,
which offer almost 20 different topping
combinations. Or head over to Alfie’s Inn,
locally famous for its burgers and familyfriendly dining for more than 50 years.

Speaking of decades-long dining
establishments . . . start the day with
a hearty breakfast at the Glen Oak Café,
now run by the same family as the original
owners of the 1970s.
Travel vicariously . . . since you may
not be able to go to far-flung places for
a while, at various Glen Ellyn eateries
specializing in globally-inspired food
and drink.
Celebrate . . . six-months-‘til-St. Patrick’s
Day or, for that matter, any day at
Shannon’s Irish Pub.

Source: Esri Market Profile

Indulge your cravings . . . for Thai at
Thipi Thai and explore different sushi
dishes at Sushi Ukai.
Experience the flavors of Italy . . .
at some of Glen Ellyn’s many Italian
eateries, from classic pizzas at Barone’s
and Big Boss Pizza to pasta favorites
at Made in Italy Trattoria, Marinella’s
Ristorante or Tutto Bene.

Get onboard . . . with some fun fare, at
2 Toots Train Whistle Café. Entertain the
kiddos with views of incoming commuter
and freight trains and watch as their eyes
widen when their food basket is delivered
to the table via electric toy train.
Elevate your dining experience . . .
with inventive American and/or small
plate cuisine offered by places like Maize
+ Mash, which balances a bistro menu
with creative drinks and dozens of
whiskeys, and Fire + Wine, which has
a robust menu for patio and curbside,
including to-go cocktails.
When restaurants open to full
capacity again, enjoy the rustic-yetslightly-refined coziness of both spaces.
Savor some smart cuisine . . . and drinks
at Nobel House, named for Alfred Nobel
of the Nobel Prize fame. The pursuit
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of woodlands, wetlands, prairie, trails
and boardwalks maintained by the
Glen Ellyn Park District.
Cool off . . . at Maryknoll Splash Park,
open now through the end of summer
for timed and date-specific entry.
Pedal, stride or stroll . . . along the
stretch of the Illinois Prairie Path that
slices through Glen Ellyn.
Make and take a picnic . . . sit for
a spot, toss around a ball or frisbee,
or take up some other outdoor fun
at one of Glen Ellyn’s 23 parks and
playgrounds. Enjoy the dog days of
summer at the dog park water fountain
at Spring Avenue Dog Park.
Discover creature comforts . . . at
Willowbrook Wildlife Center, home
to dozens of native animals and known
for its wildlife rehabilitation program.

Dive into . . . authentic Mexican fare
at Javi’s Burrito’s, A Toda Madre or Santa
Fe Restaurant, where you can kick things
up with a refreshing jalapeno margarita.
Sweeten the deal . . . with desserts and
confections found at Glen Ellyn Sweet
Shop, Chocolaterie Stam, Joy Bar, Terry
Lee Creations Bake Shop and Vanilla
Sugar Bakery, among others.
Look to the future . . . with the planned
Apex 400 development on Main Street
in downtown. Located on the site of the
former Giesche Shoes and a current village
parking lot, the mixed-use development
will include almost 9,000 square feet
of retail space, along with 107 upscale
apartment units and a parking garage
with public parking on the first floor.
Get Out and Go
Before temperatures cool, enjoy all
the great outdoors has to offer. That’s
especially true this summer, when many
social activities have moved outside.
Tee off . . . at the Village Links of Glen
Ellyn, with 27 holes, practice areas and
a putting space. Spend a little extra time
post-game at Reserve 22, a restaurant,
bar and event venue with an expansive
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outside patio complete with a covered
outdoor bar and fire pits.
Have maximum fun . . . with mini golf
at Holes & Knolls Mini Golf, which is
open but accepting reservations for timed,
date-specific entry.
Escape the cacophony of everyday
life . . . and explore the grounds of the
serene Churchill Park, a 23-acre parcel

Enrich Your Experience
Explore the arts, entertainment and
education in Glen Ellyn, both virtually
and in person whenever live performances
for crowds are allowed.

BEST•WAY

RUG and FURNITURE CLEANERS
Family Owned Since 1939

IN-PLANT CLEANING OF AREA RUGS ORIENTAL & DOMESTIC
• Expert Repairs on all Types of Rugs & Carpeting
• Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning of Wall to Wall Carpets
• Fringing • Binding • Serging • We Hand Sew Braided Rugs
• In Home or In Plant Furniture Cleaning
• Carpet, Laminate, Karndean, & Hardwood Floor Sales
• Sales & Installations
Flood Service • Fiberguard Process

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-Noon

Completely Insured While in Our Care

Residential • Commercial
Storage Facility

Bring in & Pick Up Your Cleaning
& Save 20%
Pick-Up
& Delivery

630-668-7940
www.BestWayRug.com
319 W. Front • Located in downtown Wheaton

Stream this year’s . . .“Jazz Up in
Your Backyard” concert, now available
on demand. Watch for details on the
village’s art festivals that resume in 2021.
See a film . . . on the silver screen at
Glen Art Theatre, which reopened this
summer to show classic summer and
family movies.
Take advantage . . . of cultural
experiences offered by the College
of Du Page McAninch Arts Center,
also known as The MAC. Students,
resident artists and visiting performers
put on quite a show.
While shows are on a hiatus
due to the current COVID situation,
explore videos online and watch a
new online production, “Coping with
COVID: An Original Play,” streaming
via www.atthemac.org.
Get schooled . . . at College of Du Page,
one of the largest community colleges in
the nation, which offers numerous degree
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and certificate programs as well as a wide
range of continuing education offerings.
COD, as it’s known, has a typical
fall enrollment of more than 25,000,
drawing students from throughout the
western suburbs to its 254-acre campus,
50 satellite locations and its growing number
of online classes.
Throw it back . . . a century or more
and visit historical sites like Stacy’s Tavern
Museum, once a wayside stagecoach inn
and now home to exhibits showcasing
the history of the site and of Glen Ellyn.

LINEA

HAIR SALON & DAY SPA
Convenient Hours:

Mon 10am-6:30pm; Tues 9am-8pm;
Wed 7am-7pm; Thurs 6am-8pm;
Fri & Sat 6am-4:30pm
518 N. Main Street,Glen Ellyn
630.790.8001 • www.lineasalon.com

Gift Certificates Always Make
Great Gifts!

Learn how . . . Glen Ellyn was, at various
points in time, also called Babcock’s Grove,
Stacy’s Corners, Newton’s Station, Danby
and Prospect Park and how it was once a
draw for Chicagoans interest in the area’s
mineral springs.
Marvel at the fact . . . that starting in 1907
and continuing to this day, Glen Ellyn
has been served by an all-volunteer Fire
Company. The department is currently
staffed by 64 trained volunteers, all of
whom live and/or work in the community.
Look forward . . . to a time when
gatherings get the green light, to enjoy
some of Glen Ellyn’s regular community
events put on by the Glen Ellyn Chamber
of Commerce, Glen Ellyn Park District,
Village of Glen Ellyn and Alliance of
Downtown Glen Ellyn, including the

54 AUGUST 2020 | WWW.WESTSUBURBANLIVING.NET | WEST SUBURBAN LIVING

Glen Ellyn Halloween Parade and
Festival, Pumpkin Flotilla Fest, Turkey
Trot, Holiday Walk, Fourth of July
parade and fireworks and more.
Work It Out
Rules and restrictions are in place
and subject to change, but various sports
and fitness centers in Glen Ellyn are open.
Get physical . . . at the Ackerman
Sports Center, which includes a fitness
center, indoor track, personal training
and indoor and outdoor classes with
limited capacities. There are programs
for all levels, from stroller strides to
pickleball to intense cardio and strength
equipment and sessions. Join workout
sessions via an “Ackerman at Home”
video, if you’re not comfortable in
a group setting right now.
Buff up . . . at other fitness locations run
by the Glen Ellyn Park District, such as
Spring Avenue Fitness Center and Main
Street Recreation Center.
Serve up some competition . . . even
through the cold weather season at the
district-run platform tennis courts.
Stay on track . . . with your exercise goals
and reserve a spot in a class, at the pool
or on the tennis court at the HealthTrack
Sports Wellness, a membership-based
facility on Roosevelt Road. n

