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Prairie Path Clean-Up

April 28, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
The Illinois Prairie Path provides year-round recreation
opportunities for the entire community, why not do your
part to help clean up debris that has accumulated over
the winter? Help out for an hour or as long as you like.
To participate, meet at Prairie Path Park across the tracks
from the Glen Ellyn train station at 9 a.m. Volunteers
should wear work gloves.

Litter on the Prairie Path is picked up solely by volunteers.
Community participation is essential for preserving this
community asset.
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Recycling Extravaganza

April 28, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Duane & Lorraine Parking Lot (just west of the public library
parking lot)

Clean out your garage, attic and cupboards and bring those
recyclable items to the Recycling Extravaganza, organized
by the Glen Ellyn Environmental Commission. Various local
volunteer organizations will be on hand for these collections.
No hazardous waste materials accepted (Batteries, oil, paint,
etc.).  No computers, printers, or monitors.

You may bring:

• Eyeglasses
• Books for book exchange
• Laser and ink jet

cartridges
• American flags
• Hearing Aids
• Fire extinguishers
• Type 1 plastics (pop

bottles)
• Type 2 plastics (milk jugs)
• Clean PVC pipe
• Bottle caps
• Juice pouches
• Loose and broken jewelry

• Cell phones
• Bikes
• Tools
• Mowers
• Neckties
• Buttons
• Vintage clothing
• Toys
• Small appliances
• Clothing
• Coats
• Rechargeable batteries
• Small electronics
• Record albums

Sponsored by the Village of Glen Ellyn and the Environmental
Commission, with assistance provided by The Kiwanis Club of Central
DuPage, The Kiwanis Club of Glen Ellyn, SCARCE, The Glen Ellyn
League of Women Voters, Glen Ellyn Lions Club, Cub Scout Pack
150, Aurora Tri-State Fire Protection, It's Our Earth, Inc., Computer
& Laser Services, Inc., The Resource Center of Chicago, Salvation
Army, Key Club of Glenbard West and VIM Recycling.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection
in Wheaton
June 2, 2007, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
While there will be no Household Hazardous Waste
collection in Glen Ellyn this year, you may bring items
to an HHW collection in Wheaton on Saturday,
June 2. The collection will take place at the DuPage
County Complex, located at County Farm and
Manchester Roads in Wheaton. For more information,
go to: www. dupageco.org/edp.

PLEASE NOTE:  Glen Ellyn’s Unlimited Trash
Pick-Up and Household Hazardous Waste
collection take place every other year, with the
next to be held in Spring 2008.

• Certain types of scrap metal, including: swing sets, siding,
pots and pans, metal hangers, tin, washing machines and dryers,
stoves, hot water heaters and wagons.

Prairie Path Clean-Up, Recycling Extravaganza
Commemorate Earth Day
Join your friends and neighbors on April 28 for the Illinois Prairie Path Clean-Up and the Recycling

Extravaganza. It's a great way to do something good for the environment.



2

The Joe Wark
Environmental Award
You are invited to submit your project for the Joe Wark
Environmental Award. This award recognizes
environmentally sensitive structures and landscaping and
was established to promote building construction and
design practices that encourage preservation of the
environment beyond existing regulatory requirements.
General contractors and/or owners are eligible for this
award which will be based on the following factors:

• Hazardous material testing • Protection of trees

• Construction debris recycling • Water use

• Energy-efficient lighting • Renewable energy

• Recycled or reused materials • Rapidly renewable
materials

• Other extraordinary actions to preserve the environment

This environmental award was named for Joe E. Wark, who
served as Village Trustee from 1990-1995, Village President
from 1997-2001 and as a Village Commissioner in the
1980s. Joe Wark continues to be an active ambassador for
beautification and environmental improvement efforts
and is a member of the DuPage County Stormwater
Committee and the Conservation Foundation Advisory
Board.

Awards will be presented each spring for projects completed
in the previous year. The deadline for submissions is
December 31, 2007. For more information or to obtain an
application, go to www.glenellyn.org or call 469-5000.

Proper Mulching of Trees
If performed properly, mulch adds nutrients to the soil,
retains moisture, keeps soil temperatures moderate and
reduces competition from grass and weeds. Improper
mulching of trees, however, can cause damage and even
death of the tree.

Mulch should be made up of organic material such as
wood chips or shredded bark. Decorative rock does not
provide any benefit to the tree. Place mulch around the
entire root ball area, 3/4" deep, but NEVER up against
the tree trunk. Leaving mulch on the trunk can cause
bark decay, harbor insects and eventually kill the tree.

For more information about tree care, the Village's
booklet, “Gems of Glen Ellyn: A Guide to our Beautiful
Trees,” provides tips on tree care, as well as diseases and
infestations and recommended trees for our climate.
Questions about tree care can also be answered by the
Village Forester at 469-6756.

Bike to Work Day, June 12
Commuters all across Chicagoland will be biking to work during
the week of June 11. Sponsored by S.C.A.R.C.E., Bike to Work
Day for Glen Ellyn residents is June 12. So get out that bike and
join your friends and neighbors in doing something good for
yourself and the environment on June 12.

American Flag Collection, May 1 - July 4
Bring your used American Flags to the Glen Ellyn Civic Center
for a local Eagle Scout project. The collection box is located in
the foyer of the Civic Center, across from the Cashier’s Office.

Other Earth-Friendly Events

Environmental Tips
Fats, Oils and Greases Aren't Good
for You or Your Sewer

You know the health risks of fatty foods, but what else?
Sewer overflows and backups can cause health hazards, harm
the environment and damage your home. Grease has been
found to be one of the main culprits in blocking sewer pipes
and causing backups. The following items should never be
poured down the sink or into the toilet:
• Vegetable oil • Butter and margarine
• Lard • Shortening
• Meat fats • Food scraps
• Gravy • Sauces
• Mayonnaise • Salad dressings
• Some dairy products

When grease is washed down the sink, it clings to the inside
of sewer pipes, and over time, will build up and block the
sewer pipe. In addition, garbage disposals do not prevent
grease from building up in your pipes.

To keep your pipes clear, always collect grease in a container
and dispose of it in the trash. Scrape grease and food scraps
from plates, utensils, grills and other cooking surfaces into
the trash before washing. This will help to keep your drains
clear and running properly.
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• Material should not be bundled or otherwise
containered.

• Branches may not exceed 10 inches in diameter.
Also, no root balls, dimensional lumber or any
material exceeding the 10-inch dimensions.

• There is no length limit on branches (longer the
better).

• There is no limit to amount.

• Professionally cut trimmings are not included.

Regular
Refuse

Recycling

Yard Waste
& Leaves

Branch &
Brush
Collection

Time of Year Guidelines Stickers Needed

• Year-round

• Every Monday
(except holidays)

• Year-round

• Every Monday
(except holidays)

• One wheeled refuse cart each week; any additional
bags and/or containers up to 33 gallons and 50 lbs.
require one refuse sticker each.

• Bulk items and appliances require one refuse sticker
each.

• Round or rectangular blue bins for glass and metal
containers, aerosol cans, plastics #1 through #5
(including plastic rings, juice boxes, milk and juice
cartons), newspaper and mixed paper, recyclable
paperboard items (food boxes, etc.) and corrugated
cardboard (no larger than 3 feet square).

• Paper and other recyclables can be co-mingled.

• All cans/bags (not plastic) of yard waste require
1 sticker each.

• Yard waste can be contained in brown paper bags
(not plastic) and/or unlined 33-gallon trash
containers with stickers, placed separately from
regular refuse, facing the street.

• Sod is not yard waste; dispose of as refuse

• Branch and brush can also be put out for this pick-
up. Branch and brush should be in bags, cans or
bundled with twine; each bundle requires 1 yard
waste sticker.

Every Monday

• Begins in April and
ends in November

• Sometimes end date
may be extended if
weather permits

• Mid-May until mid-
October

• Residents on and
north of Hill Ave.
pickup is 2nd
Monday of the month

• Residents south of
Hill Ave. pick-up is
3rd Monday of the
month.

• Pink “Refuse”
stickers
($2.05 each)

• No stickers needed

• Green “Yard Waste”
stickers ($2.05 each)
*Note: includes
leaves

• No stickers needed.
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Where to Buy Stickers
Refuse and yard waste stickers cost $2.05
each and can be purchased from the
Cashier’s Office or the Police Department
(open 24 hrs.) in the Civic Center. (Sticker
prices will be adjusted each August to reflect
changes in the previous year’s consumer
price index.) Stickers are also sold at:

■ Dominick’s
■ Jewel/Osco
■ Len’s Ace Hardware
■ McChesney & Miller
■ Schmid Pharmacy
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Call Allied Waste with questions about your refuse/recycling collection at 469-1036

Disposing of Household
Hazardous Waste Year Round
Household hazardous waste can be disposed of year-round at the permanent
facility at Naperville Fire Station #4, 1971 Brookdale Rd., Sat. and Sun.,
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. (except holidays). This site does not accept lead acid batteries,
propane tanks or latex paint. (Latex paint can be dried out and disposed
of with your regular refuse.) For information, call the Naperville collection
site at 420-4190, the DuPage Solid Waste Dept. at 407-6700 or the Household
Hazardous Waste Information Hotline at 510-2810 or go to: www.dupageco.org
and select “Solid Waste” under “Services.”

Allied Waste will pick up paint in your regular refuse pickup if it has dried
or has been solidified with sand, sawdust or kitty litter. Used motor oil can
be disposed of in a labeled milk jug and placed next to the trash container
at the curb. For more information about refuse/recycling collection, or
household hazardous waste, call Allied Waste at 469-1036.
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Beautiful Garden Awards
The Glen Ellyn Environmental Commission is pleased to sponsor the
Annual Garden Award Program to recognize the beautiful gardens

that grace our community. Glen Ellyn residents can participate by
nominating a garden within the Glen Ellyn corporate limits in one of the

six residential garden categories or one non-residential garden category on the
nomination form below. Nominations will be accepted from May 1 through
July 31 and viewed by judges during the last week of each month. Previous winners
are not eligible to win in the same category. Winners will be notified in August.
Complete descriptions of the criteria for judging are available at the Civic Center
or on Glen Ellyn’s website: www.glenellyn.org. Submit nominations on the form
below to: Beautiful Garden Award Program, Village of Glen Ellyn Environmental
Commission, 535 Duane St., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137.

Beautiful Garden Award Nomination Form
Category for nomination (circle one):

1. Best residential use of space

2. Best residential water garden

3. Best residential wildlife garden

4. Best residential shade garden

5. Best residential container garden

6. Most beautiful residential garden

7. Most beautiful non-residential garden

Name of gardener(s) or garden club: _________________________________

Address of garden _________________________________________________
(include exact location, e.g., backyard)

Gardener’s telephone no.: ___________________________________________

Name of person submitting nomination:_______________________________

Telephone no. of person submitting nomination: _______________________

✄
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Water Trees During Dry
Periods
Residents are reminded to water trees
both on their property and the
parkway if drought conditions should
occur this summer. If trees go without
water for a long period of time, they
may die immediately or in subsequent
years. Lawns, however, will often come
back, and are also easier to replace.

Is Your Refuse Cart
Overstuffed?
If you can’t close the lid on your
Village of Glen Ellyn refuse
cart when you put it out
for the Monday morning
pickup, the Village’s waste
hauler may not pick it up.
These carts are designed to be
picked up by a hydraulic arm on the
garbage truck and the waste hauler
is not required to collect carts that
are overstuffed or that have bags or
other items placed on top.
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