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entertainment

By ERIC SCHELKOPF

eschelkopf@shawmedia.com

WHEATON - From carnival rides
to music acts to pig races, the DuPage
County Fair promises to provide fun
for the whole family.

“It’s the one place where the entire
community can come together,” said
Jim McGuire, manager of the DuPage
County Fair Association, which runs
the fawr

The 62nd edition of the DuPage
County Fair opened July 27 and will
coutinue through July 31. Gates open
Very M» at 8 a.m., and
of activities 1s avail
g to the fair's website at

ad ion to the fair is
tudts, $4 for children and $5 for

Fhis year's edition will feature

local r*alant ciuding fo r Whea

ton resi Michael Lynch, who ap
peared on the television show “The : ; ; Glen Eltyn resident Jennifes #
1 {» previously has performed i
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Compost pilot program a great success 1n Glen Ellyn *

GLEN ELLYN - These days, Glen
Ellyn resident Jennifer Umlauf is recy-
cling her food scraps and coffee grinds
instead of throwing them into the gar-
bage.

Umlauf participates in the village’s
curbside composting program, which
started April 1. The village is offering
the pilot program to residents on a vol-
untary, subscription basis.

“It makes it easy for me to do what
[ feel like I should be doing, which is

composting as much as possible and
diverting as much as I can from land-
fills,” she said.

As part of the program, residents
can recycle organic items such as food
scraps, bread, vegetables, table scraps,
dairy, coffee grounds and pasta.

Residents also can place yard
waste such as grass clippings, gar-
den vegetation, leaves and brush into
their composting carts. Since 1990,
[1linois has banned yard waste from
landfills.

Those items are collected and made
into compost, which can be used by
farmers, along with other agricultural

and landscape operations.

Along with reducing the amount
of organic waste that is sent to land-
fills, village officials said the curbside
composting program also decreases
the amount of associated gas emissions
from landfills.

Umlauf is a member of the Glen
Ellyn Environmental Commission,
which had brought the idea of a com-
posting program to village officials.
Glen Ellyn is one of the first communi-
ties in DuPage County to start a curb-
side composting program.

‘We wanted to provide a way for
people to compost organics, if they did
not have the space or desire to do it in
their backyards,” Umlauf said. “Also,

Newanted to reduce the amonnt of ma-

Residents use this inside compost recep-
tacle as part of Glen Ellyn’s curbside com-

posting program.

The program has been more popu-
lar than village officials anticipated.
As of last week, a total of 203 house-
holds were participating in the pro-
gram, or about 2.7 percent of the total
households in the village.

“It has been a great success,” vil-
lage communications coordinator Me-
gan Plahm said in an email. “When
launched back in April, the goal was to
have 75 to 100 households participate
in this first pilot year.”

Residents who sign up for the pro-
gram have the option of selecting a
35-gallon, 65-gallon or 95-gallon wheeled
cart for composting. The monthly cost
varies from $11.31 a month to $17.40
a month. Those participating in the
program also receive a small kitchen
composting container and a supply of
biodegradable bag liners to use within

their home.

Umlauf said she would like to cre-

ate more interest in composting by ex-

panding the program to include Glen

Ellyn schools. |

“If the students learn about new
practices that are available and learn
new information, then they bring
it to their families and they initiate
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Glen Ellyn resident Jennifer Umlauf puts items into her compost receptacle July 25. Um-
lauf is participating in the village's curbside composting program. The volunteer pro-
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curbside composting program, visit
S o oo feoninosting.
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