
In April 2013, Glen Ellyn Public Works in conjunction 
with DuPage County, started a native species restoration 
program along the Illinois Prairie Path (IPP) between 
Prospect Ave and Main St. This strip of land between the 
Prairie Path and UPRR has overhead electrical wires so 
any trees growing underneath were constantly being 
topped aggressively by Com Ed with devastating results. 
A plan was developed to remove these trees, most of 
which were not native, and reforest the strip of land with 
the appropriate size natives to add beauty along the 
Prairie Path for the entire length of the Central Business 
District.  
   
The Chairman of the Environmental Commission, 
Adam Kreuzer and the Director of Public Works, Julius 

Hansen took a walk to evaluate the entire length of the Prairie Path from Prospect to Montclair and agreed 
on the environmental benefits of the project. A collaboration was developed between the Environmental 

Commission and Public Works.  
 
A planting design was drawn and donated by a resident 
with landscape design qualifications, Tina Koral, who 
was also a member of the Environmental Commission. 
Public Works submitted a permit application to DuPage 
County and was authorized to perform the work on 
County land along the path.  
 
Public Works purchased the trees and other planting 
materials, prepared the sight by grinding all of the 
remaining stumps left from the tree removals completed 
by ComEd. Also, all of unwanted and unnecessary 
ground materials were removed to prepare for planting. 
Preparations included digging planting spaces by back 
hoe and by hand along the 850’ stretch of IPP.  This 
project took Public Works ten days from beginning to 
end and involved an average of 5-6 employees each day. 
It was hard work.  
 
In 2014, additional work was performed that included 

planting 18 native trees and shrubs along the Illinois 

Prairie Path on the north side between Park and 

Montclair. In 2015, an additional 77 native trees and 

shrubs were planted. The Environmental Commission 

and other volunteers continued to help Public Works 

maintain this exciting restoration for all to enjoy. For 

example, members of the Commission have planted 

milkweed and have, from time to time, weeded the 

restored areas. Additional restoration will be performed 

during 2016. 

The restoration adds significant beauty and character along the IPP from Prospect to Montclair for visitors to 
Glen Ellyn as well for our residents that bike and walk the path daily. . Native species have been planted, 



milkweed continues to spread and monarchs are now present! Our section of the IPP is a valuable asset to our 
town and we will continue to do what we can to improve it. 
 

 
 
 

 

 


